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SCHOOL SAFETY PLAN

Stable Group Structures

In accordance with the Joshua Springs Christian School Safety Plan, the following measures are actively in place in accordance with, and approved by, the San Bernardino County Department of Public Health and the California CDC:

Stable Group Structures

Students are maintained in individual cohorts throughout elementary school. For secondary classes, teachers remain in their classrooms. Desks are formatted to accommodate social distancing, classes are sprayed with sanitizer spray, desks are cleaned regularly by the teachers as well as a team of cleaners three times per week. The average number of students in a classroom at a time ranges from 8 students to 16 students. 
Entrance, Egress, and Movement Within the School

The goal for Joshua Springs Christian School is the safety of every student, staff, and parent who enters the campus, whether it be through the main entrance gate in the morning or through the school office during the day.  Entrances are clearly marked with floor stickers placed six feet apart. These visual reminders help everyone keep the expected distance when coming in or going out. 
These stickers are also placed around classrooms and key walking areas as reminders to practice social distance.   
Face Coverings and Other Essential Protective Gear

Joshua Springs Christian School staff and students wear face coverings when they enter the campus, during classes, and as they travel on the campus. Every person, student and staff, must have a face covering as they enter through the gates. 

Health Screenings for Students and Staff

The school principal, assistant principal, and the youth pastor are at the gate each morning with a thermometer and face coverings for anyone who doesn't have theirs that day. Students are screened with questions:


Have you had any symptoms, i.e. sore throat, nasal congestion, runny nose, new or 
worsening cough, shortness of breath, fatigue, headaches, body aches, nausea, vomiting, 
diarrhea, loss of taste, or smell since yesterday?-Have you had any prolonged contact with 
anyone known to have COVID-19 or who has symptoms of COVID-19 since yesterday?

Healthy Hygiene Practices

SARS-CoV-2 and other respiratory viruses are almost exclusively spread by respiratory droplet transmission. As a result, and because virus shedding may occur prior to symptom onset or in the absence of symptoms, routine, frequent and proper hand hygiene (soap and water or hand sanitizer) is critical to limit transmission. In fact, proper hand hygiene is one of the most effective strategies to prevent the spread of most respiratory viruses including SARS-CoV-2, particularly during the pre-symptomatic phase of illness. Students should be taught how to clean their hands properly (with age-appropriate material) and to try and avoid touching their face, eyes, nose, and mouth as much as possible. This should be done in a non-judgmental and positive manner. Students who have symptoms of a respiratory tract infection should stay home and students 
should be reminded to sneeze or cough into their elbow/sleeve. Age-appropriate signage is placed at Joshua Springs Christian School to remind students to perform hand hygiene. A regular schedule for routine hand hygiene, above and beyond what is usually recommended (before eating food, after using the washroom etc.) will be encouraged. Possible options would be to have regularly scheduled hand hygiene breaks based on a pre-specified schedule (for example, scheduling a minimum of 5 times during the day). For practical reasons and to avoid excess traffic in the hallways, the preferred strategy for these extra hand hygiene moments would be hand sanitizer unless sinks are readily available in the classroom. Access to hand hygiene facilities (hand sanitizer dispensers and sinks/soap) is critical with consideration for ensuring accessibility for those with disabilities or other accommodation needs. Hand sanitizer (60-90% USP-grade alcohol, not technical grade alcohol) will be available at the entry point for each classroom. Adequate resources and a replenishment process will be implemented to ensure supplies are available to perform hand hygiene frequently. Liquid soap and hand sanitizer will be replenished and tissues available for drying. No-touch waste receptacles will be available for disposal of materials. Disposable disinfectant wipes will be readily available so that commonly used surfaces can be wiped down by individuals before each use (teachers, older students). 
Identification and Tracing of Contacts

If a staff member becomes ill, they will be asked to leave if they are able to drive. If they are not able to drive, they will be placed into an isolation area until they are able to be picked up. For ill students, they will be placed into an isolation area and a phone call will be made to the parent/guardian informing them they must pick up their child immediately and take them home. If there are any confirmed cases of COVID-19 in our school, we will close the room/area immediately and remove everyone from that room/area. We will notify all impacted parents of the incident. The room/area will be isolated, cleaned and disinfected. The designated coordinator who will communicate with the San Bernardino County Department of Public Health in the event of an outbreak will be Mr. Fem Ontiveros, the school administrator or Mrs. Cherilyn Henderson, assistant principal.
Physical Distancing 

The objective of physical distancing is to reduce the likelihood of contact that may lead to transmission and has been a widely used strategy during the pandemic. However, strict physical distancing will not be emphasized as it is not practical and could cause significant psychological harm. Close interaction, such as playing and socializing is central to child and student development and will not be discouraged. When students are in the classroom, to the extent possible, Joshua Springs Christian School will arrange the classroom furniture to achieve a physical distance of 6 feet and leave as much space as possible between students and between students and the teacher/teacher aide. Smaller class sizes will aid in physical distancing of 6 feet. Some classroom furniture has been removed to accommodate more space to achieve the 6 feet spacing between students' and teacher/aides' desks. All desks in classrooms will face the front of the room where the teacher will instruct. For younger grades, reading centers have been modified to accommodate for smaller groups with students and the teacher spaced 6 feet from each other. Six-foot markers have been placed in classrooms and in common areas to help visualize proper physical distancing between students/teachers/staff. When weather permits, consideration will be given to having classes outside. Large gatherings/assemblies will not take place for the immediate future. Choir practices/performances and band practices/performances involving wind instruments may pose a higher level of risk and will not occur during this time. Lunch breaks and recess and times may be staggered during the first few weeks of school. Hand hygiene will be performed prior to and after lunch breaks, and as weather permits, lunch breaks will take place outside. During outdoor activities, such as recess, physical distancing of 6 feet will be exercised. Students will be required to perform hand hygiene prior to and after sports activities/outdoor play/playground use. Sports and physical education classes will take place as per past Joshua Springs Christian School practice but in compliance with CDPH and CDC guidelines. Contact sports will not occur during PE classes or recess until further notice. Sports equipment  (e.g. balls, hockey sticks, etc.) will be cleaned at the conclusion of the activity. Joshua Springs Christian School will endeavor to offer as many of their usual sports, clubs and activities as possible but within the local, state, and federal guidelines.
Staff Training and Family Education

Ongoing staff training and family education will occur throughout the year. School updates, as well as updates by the San Bernardino County Department of Public Health, and CDC. This includes, but not limited to:

Information on progress of COVID-19 statistics and updates.


Our COVID-19 policies and procedures


Importance and practice of social distancing


Information on transmission of virus, including touching contaminated objects, then touching 
eyes, nose, and mouth. 


The importance of hand-washing with soap in warm water for at least 20 seconds. 


The regular use of hand sanitizer through the day in classrooms and building when away from 
restrooms. 


The procedures should a person become infected. 


Updated information and training is shared and discussed at staff devotions and office staff 
meetings. 


Testing of Staff

School staff will follow the protocol as directed by the California Department of Public Health. This protocol will include testing of 25% of staff every two weeks, or 50% every month to rotate testing of all staff over time with all staff testing every two months, as testing capacity permits and as practicable, per the CDPH.
Testing of Students

All school students are checked daily for acceptable temperatures to be at school. In addition, students are screened to check for exposure and/or experience of COVID-19 symptoms. Any student who exhibits any symptoms and/or responds affirmatively to screening questions is escorted the school office to investigate further. 
Identification and Reposting of Cases
 Based on the directive from the San Bernardino County Department of Public Health dated January 25, 2021, Joshua Springs Christian School will report:
· 
In-person instruction is provided full-time, including whether provided for all grades 
served by the local educational agency or private school or only certain grade spans.

In-person instruction is provided only part-time (hybrid model), including whether provided for all grades served by the local educational agency or private school or only certain grade spans. 

· 
In-person instruction and services are provided only pursuant to the Guidance Related 
to Cohorts issued by the California Department of Public Health.

· 
No in-person instruction and services are provided (distance learning only).
Communication Plans

A detailed communication strategy is beyond the scope of this document. However, it is acknowledged that clear, age-appropriate communication about COVID-19 and what to expect when children and youth return to school should occur in advance of school reopening. In addition, it will be important that regular updates be provided to children and their parents/caregivers throughout the school year. Parents, children, youth and the community at large should be educated that SARS-CoV-2 is likely to  persist and circulate like other respiratory viruses. They should be made aware that in general, SARS-CoV-2 causes mild disease in the majority of children and young adults and that the best overall strategy for these cohorts and the population at large, taking into account the massive secondary adverse health and well-being implication of the lockdown, is to ease restrictions and return to school. 
Consultation
Joshua Springs Christian School will remain in contact with the appropriate personnel from the San Bernardino County Department of Public Health for communication and updates. 












